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Meetings are the 1st 

Wednesday of the 

month @ 6:45pm  

The Sepulveda Garden 

Center 

16633 Magnolia Blvd.,  

Encino, CA  91436. 

President  

Millie Peskay 

1st Vice President 

Falguni Trieu 

2nd Vice President 

(open) 

Recording Secretary 

Jeanne Bain 

Treasurer  

Millie Peskay 

Corresponding Sec’y 

Evelyn Mitarai 

Membership Sec’y 

Marcia Melcombe 

Board of Directors  

Pamila Aitchison 

      Glenda Lombardo 

Past President 

Ruth Stern 

Newsletter Editor 

Falguni Trieu 

 

All articles must be submit-
ted by the 15th of each 

month. 

San Fernando Valley Orchid 

Society Newsletter 
July 2013 Volume 53 Issue  7 

Our Guest Speaker for July 
 Winn Winmaw 

We are thrilled to announce that Winn Winmaw has agreed to return for 
an encore performance at our July meeting.  We all enjoyed his Power-
Point presentation last time, and we are very lucky to get him to return so 
soon.  His specialty is Vandaceous Orchids, as you may recall, but this 
time he will be surprising us with a new program he has created.  

 
                                                                
Winn was born in the Shan State of 
eastern Burma, where Cymbidium 
lowianum, Vanda coerulea and 
Paphiliopedilum charlesworthii are 
found abundantly in the wild. 
 
The first orchid that Winn collected 
from the forest floor was a den-
drobium species when he was 7 years 
old.  With this introduction to orchids, 
he began taking care of his family's 
extensive orchid collection.  As an un-
dergraduate, Winn studied physics at 
the University of Rangoon, where he 
was also an active member of the De-
partment of Botany's Orchid Society.   
 
In 1988, Winn moved to the United 
States and settled in Orange 

County.  Today he has a large orchid collection with many vandaceous 
species and varieties that he grows in a shade house and a greenhouse. 
Since 1995, he has been a member of the Newport Harbor Orchid Society. 
In recent years, he has made several trips back to Burma to explore and 
study orchids growing in nature. 
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                                         REFRESHMENTS 

 Refreshments for the May meeting will be provided by members whose last 
names start with "P" through "S".       Healthy snacks are refreshing as well as 
sweet treats. Of course, all members may also contribute at any meeting.  Thank 
you.  

 

Marie Feola and Juana Williams 

SFVOS ELECTIONS - WE NEED YOU! 

 

There is a well known saying: “Many hands make light work”. 

 

Please volunteer to help your society. Everyone can help in some small 
way. Some of the jobs can be done at home.  Some take you out on fun 
excursions collecting plants for the auction, writing articles for the 
Newsletter, contacting speakers, etc.  You will be shown how to do each 
activity and provided with the required materials. 

 

The Board meetings are held from 7 to 9 pm on the last Wednesday of 
each month at Marcia Melcombe’s home in Northridge.  (This is exactly 
one week before our regular monthly meetings at the Sepulveda Gar-
den Center)  At these meetings we plan all the upcoming activities for 
our society 

 

Please step up and help your society. It is fun and rewarding. Volunteer 
to be an officer or on the Board of Directors.  You know you want to.  
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SFVOS Membership Dues 

 
At the June meeting, many of you renewed your membership and paid your 
dues for the upcoming year. Thank you so much. Your dues cover the pe-
riod of July 2013-through June 2014.  

 

If you have not yet had the opportunity to pay your dues, you will be given 
the opportunity at our July meeting. Remember, our dues (a real bargain at 
only $25.00 per year) provide us with the wonderful speakers we have had 
in the past as well as providing the fabulous plants at the P.O.T. (Plant Op-
portunity Table).  

 

In general, speaker’s fees are around $200.00 every month and we usually 

purchase about 10 blooming plants from each speaker every month from 

their collections. Thank you for supporting your Orchid Society.  

 

ATTENTION SFVOS MEMBERS 

 

In lieu of a separate Installation Banquet we will install officers and direc-
tors at the July 3rd meeting after the presentation by our speaker, Winn 
Winnmaw.  An ice cream and cake reception will follow. 

  

REMEMBER:  THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

 



4  

 

        Santa Barbara Orchid Show Sponsors. 
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Clown Alley Orchids 

John Stubbings 

3119 Lily Street 

Pasadena, TX 77505 

  

Thanks for your donation of 1 plant 

Gallup & Stribling Orchids 

3450 Via Real 

Carpenteria, CA 93013 

  

Thank you for your donation of 4 plants 

Water Orchids 

Chia Hung Chao 

#10 Lane 36 Yu Sian Street 

Tainan 704 

Taiwan 

  

Thank you for your donation of 3 plants 

Eugenera 

Jose and Ivan Portilla 

Km 2 Via a Cuenca Sector Llampasay 

Gualaceo Azuay 

Ecuador  01011110 

  

Thank you for your donation of 3 plants 

  

 

  

Doi Saket Orchids, Co. Ltd. 

Kade Budchaiya 

www. thaiorchidsource.com 

Chiang Mai 

Thailand 

  

Thank you for your donation of 1 plant 

 Beauti Florist 

11612 Frederick 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 

(714) 458-4863 

Andy's Orchids 

734 Ocean View Avenue 

Encinitas, CA 92024 

  

Thank you for your donation of 10 plants 

Alfred Hockenmeier 

  

Thank you for donation of 1 plant 
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ANNOUNCING OUR NEW SFVOS WEBSITE 

 

I am pleased to announce that we now have a new website for the San Fernando 
Valley Orchid Society. I created it as convenient place for all current members to 
go online for news and information about our club’s activities.   

 

There is an information page for each type of orchid and a section about the 
many facets of Orchid care including, watering, fertilizing, re-potting, etc.   

 

There is also a link to YouTube where you can watch all kinds of HOW-TO vid-
eos, some of which were created by the American Orchid Society.  

 

Additionally, I put in a special section to let the public know where and when we 
meet and to let guests know they are welcome to attend our meetings, and hope-
fully join our club.  

If your know anyone who might be interested, you can give them the address of 
our website for more information. 

 

Please go check it out at : https://sfvos.com 

 

(Note: If you are reading this electronically you should be able to “Ctrl/click” on the link. If not, type it into your 
internet browser line at the top of the screen. Any trouble connecting to the site, let me know).  

 

I really hope you like it, and I look forward to your comments and suggestions.   
Please email me at: pam@aitchison.org if you have any articles you would like to 
add to the website. Thank you. Pam Aitchison 

https://sfvos.com/
mailto:pam@aitchison.org
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AOS Monthly Checklist for July and August 

Cattleya 

Cattleyas this month require careful attention to their watering and fertilizing needs owing to char-
acteristically high temperatures. Evaporative cooling is a must in areas of the country where it is ef-
fective. Where it is not (the more humid regions), care needs to be paid to proper venting to keep 
temperatures within reason. Bottom vents in conjunction with top vents provide enough rising air-
flow to help keep plants cool. Increased air flow lessens humidity and dries plants out more quickly, 
necessitating more frequent damping down and watering, in areas where high humidity is not a 
problem. Higher light and heat indicate more fertilizer. The growths your plants are making now are 
the source of this autumn, winter and spring's blooms, so applying adequate fertilizer this month is 
the best way to ensure future blooms. Higher temperatures and humidity may also lead to fungal or 
bacterial rot problems, so it is important to closely observe your plants for any early indication of 
problems. Pests are also at a high point this month for the same reason. 

Paphiopedilum 

Cooling and air circulation are especially critical in these two months to prevent stress and avoid dis-
ease problems. Watering needs to be closely monitored to ensure that plants do not dry out. Warmer
-growing hybrids will be at the peak of their blooming, with attention needing to be paid to staking 
of spikes. Look for water lodging in growths, which can rot emerging spikes and lead to the loss of 
the entire growth. 

Phalaenopsis 

Most, if not all, potting should be complete by now. This month and next are when these plants 
achieve their maximum growth. This growth will be that from which they set their spikes for the 
coming season. The more leaves the plants grow, the better potential for spiking will be realized. 
Growers in cooler areas such as the Pacific coast have the advantage this month, should they choose, 
of cooling for early season spikes. Lots of heat and light call for liberal applications of water and fer-
tilizer. 

Cymbidium 

Summer can be the most rewarding season for cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong now. 
The leaves of the new growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a 
light green to nearly yellow. Early flowering varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move the 
plants into a cooler area with lower light. For mid-season varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen to 
assist in spike initiation. 

High-elevation Plants 

For cooler-growing plants, such as masdevallias, other pleurothallids and the like, the next few 
months will be a challenge. During the hottest times, keep your plants more shaded and be sure to 
keep the humidity level much higher. Do not let plants dry out. Delay any potting until the weather 
cools. 
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Beallara Diana DUnn 'Newberry' is a good example  
of the colorful patterns that Oncidium  

Oncidium intergenerics : Many of the intergeneric crosses between odontoglossums and on-
cidiums, such as Odontocidium, Wilsonara and Colmanara, will be blooming now. Take special 
care to train the spikes for best floral display. Keep plants under fairly shady conditions. Watch 
for snails and slugs. 

 

Vandaceous:  Plants will be growing quickly now and really enjoying the hot humid days so 
similar to their native habitat. Watch for pests though, as many of these also enjoy the same con-
ditions as the plants. Check flower spikes so that they can extend unimpeded for the best flower 
presentation later 

The Philippine species, Euanthe san-
deriana, rewards growers 
with massive heads of flowers at the 
end of summer. 

 
The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James 
Rose for this essay  
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Announcements 

Please bring plants or anything else you care to donate.    If you have extra fruit 

(oranges or the like) bag them in small quantities,   so we can sell  each bag for a 

dollar.   Thank  you for supporting your Orchid Society. 

Daniger Orchids 

17351 Nordhoff St. 

Northridge, CA 91325 

(818)349-6526 

Orchids by Art 

Art Mendoza 

(818)903-4073 

amendoza@socal.rr.com 

(Cymbidiums expert) 


