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Meetings are the 1st 

Wednesday of the 

month @ 6:45pm  

The Sepulveda Garden 

Center 

16633 Magnolia Blvd.,  

Encino, CA  91436. 

President  

Millie Peskay 

1st Vice President 

Falguni Trieu 

2nd Vice President 

(open) 

Recording Secretary 

Jeanne Bain 

Treasurer  

Millie Peskay 

Corresponding Sec’y 

Evelyn Mitarai 

Membership Sec’y 

Marcia Melcombe 

Board of Directors  

Pamila Aitchison 

      Glenda Lombardo 

Past President 

Ruth Stern 

Newsletter Editor 

Falguni Trieu 

 

All articles must be submit-
ted by the 15th of each 

month. 

San Fernando Valley Orchid 

Society Newsletter 
May 2013 Volume 53 Issue  5 

May 1st 

Our Speaker  George Vasquez From Zuma Canyon 

Tokyo Dome Orchid Show  

George Vasquez has been growing orchids for 30 years. He is 
an accredited orchid society judge who has served on many 
American Orchid Society committees. George Vasquez, our 

speaker, has just returned from the Tokyo Dome Orchid Show.  
He will be speaking about the show and will have a PowerPoint 

Presentation.  He also was a speaker at the Tokyo Show.  As 
you may know, he is a world renowned expert grower of Pha-

laenopsis Orchids.  He will be bringing 20 flowering Pha-
laenopsis plants for our P.O.T. so you will want to buy several 

tickets early.  These plants may be small but all will have 
blooms.  All plants will be from his Nursery at Zuma Canyon 
Orchids in the Malibu area.  This will be a special event, so 

please join us at our next Society Meeting May 1st. 
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                                         REFRESHMENTS 

 Refreshments for the May meeting will be provided by members whose last 
names start with "I" through "L".       Healthy snacks are refreshing as well as 
sweet treats. Of course, all members may also contribute at any meeting.  Thank 
you.  

 

Marie Feola and Juana Williams 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 

ELEVENTH ORCHID DIGEST SPEAKERS' DAY!! 

"WONDERFUL WORLD OF ORCHIDS" 

Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, San Marino, California 

Saturday, June 8, 2013 -12:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the Ahmanson Classroom 

FEATURING 

All Genera Flower Display - Orchid Sales- Expert Lectures - Dinner 

Preparation and Set up at 9:30am and AOS Judging at 10:00am 

Opens at 11:00AM to bring your blooming plants for the flower dis-

play 

Prize for best species and best hybrid, 

Lecturers: Thomas Mirenda (Virginia), Ron Kaufmann (San Diego), 

Paul Tuskes(San Diego), Mario Ferrusi (Toronto) 

Dinner Speaker: Alec Pridgeon (Florida) 

VENDORS: Cal Orchids; Sunset Valley Orchids, Andy's Orchids 

Tickets: $60 ($75 at  door)   for afternoon Seminars, Wine and Cheese Happy Hour and 

Dinner and Evening Entertainment 

  

Please Contact: Simone Friend, 4349 Dogwood Ave., Seal Beach, CA 90740 

Phone: (562) 431-1247 E-mail: orchidsimonef@aol.com 

Limited Space!! Make Your Reservations Now! 

mailto:orchidsimonef@aol.com
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2013 SFVOS AUCTION REVIEW  

 

I think we can call our 2013 Annual Auction a success!  With costs of everything from postage 
to printing to payments for our guest speakers going up we certainly needed a success. Our net 
revenue was $2,280.00  Contributing greatly to the success was the year after year generosity 
of members Jeanne Bain, Falu Trieu, Charles and Norma Johnson, Leah Imamura, and our 
annual guest from Downey: Marshall Lai.  All made significant contributions which turned the 
profit.  

Receptionists Jeanne Bain and Melissa Lovelady greeted everyone, dispensing notes about the 
bidding procedure, record-keeping of plants of interest, and paddle numbers.   

As plants were brought in Earl Felt and Ed Saraffian checked for number identification  and 
sorted plants for an interesting presentation by the auctioneer. 

Marie Feola and Jauna Williams set up refreshments then took an active part in Auction bid-
ding with much success. 

Member Gene Schwartz opened our Auction by describing all of the procedures with help from 
Nicholas. 

Auctioneer Doug Overstreet was assisted by Kent Lovelady.  Both offered interesting and help-
ful commentary about particular orchids as each plant was brought to bidding.   This really 
helped the sales. 

Master Recorder Pamela Aitchison did a fantastic job sorting bidder and plant numbers for 
the winning bidders.  Evelyn Mitari and Florence Shimizu accounted for each plant by billing 
the correct buyer.  Bob Peskay took the bills, totaled them, received payments and stamped the 
bills “Paid”.  The next and final stop was the Plant Hotel where Marcia and David Melcombe 
had organized all plant “homes” by bidder numbers for accurate distribution. 

Plant runners Frank Shimizu, Gene Schwartz, Nicholas and Brandon were all very professional 
moving plants from auctioneers to recorders to Plant Hotel. 

As always, our past president Ned Daniger did a marvelous job housing plants for the society 
before the Auction date.  He also lent his panel truck to Kent Lovelady to bring the plants to 
Encino on the night of the auction.   

Ned has unusual orchids as well as orchid supplies.  Always worth stopping to see what is 
available.  It is always best to ‘phone first. 

 

A GREAT BIG “THANKS” TO ALL. 

 

Millie Peskay, President 
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        Santa Barbara Orchid Show Sponsors. 
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Light, the Key to Successful Blooming 

Tips from the American Orchid Society  

 
 

The plant on the left has received enough light to produce flowers while the one on the right has not. 
Note the difference in leaf color. 

While there are many factors that can trigger blooming in orchids; a drop in night temperature, in-
crease or decrease in day length and even sharp restriction in water availability, none of these will be 
successful unless your orchids have been grown with adequate light. For most hobbyists, this factor 
is almost always at the heart of the question "Why won't my orchids rebloom?" You can't work magic 
or miracles and without adequate light during the growing season, no amount of cajoling with de-
creased nitrogen, abusive cold nights, dehydration or similar abuse will result in flowering. If you 

have noticed a general decline in the number of your plants that 
flower, it's highly likely that the amount of light you have reach-
ing your growing area has decreased. Don't forget that trees and 
landscaping grow as well and can eventually shade windows. I 
was once asked at a basic orchid culture class why one of the at-
tendee's vandas no longer flowered. She explained to me that 
the first year she had amazing results, somewhat less the follow-
ing year, last season only those on the outside edges bloomed 
and in the present season virtually none had flowered. My an-
swer was she didn't have enough light. This prompted her to re-
ask the question and insist there was plenty of light as the arbor 
had been especially constructed for her vandas. The second time 
she rejected my answer I asked if she'd trimmed the vines grow-
ing on the arbor. When she asked me how I knew she had 
planted vines, I said "you don't have enough light.” 

 

Ideally, most orchids should have light 
green foliage. 

So what is adequate light? While the actual levels vary with the 
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genus, in general orchid foliage should be a light yellow-green rather than a lush sort of grass green. 
In addition, the leaves of your plants should be firm and stand upright. Even Phalaenopsis which 
need relatively low light will, depending on the genetic background of the plant, hold their foliage 
horizontally or somewhat upright and plants that produce very long, floppy leaves are being grown 
under insufficient light. Think of the leaves being the plant-equivalent of solar collectors. The lower 
the light, the bigger the leaves need to be to gather the same amount of light; the heavier the leaves 
the harder it will be to hold them firm and upright. 

There are several ways to gauge the light your plants are receiving and you can't really trust your 
eyes. Our eyes are designed to effectively adjust to the light they receive. Your local supermarket may 
appear to be very brightly lit when, in fact, the actual light level is less than 500 foot-candles 
(Phalenopsis need at least 2-3 times that level for adequate growth and flowering) and your office 
environment is typically about 1/5 of that level. While the most accurate way to measure light levels 
is to purchase a light meter you can get a pretty good estimate using just your hand. On a clear day, 
position yourself so that your hand is between your plants and the light source and about 12 inches 
from the leaves and observe the shadow, if any, your hand casts. If you can see no shadow, you 
probably do not have enough light for any orchids with the exception of the jewel orchids which are 
grown more for their leaves than flowers. If the shadow is fuzzy and faint (below left) to moderate 
your light level should be sufficient for Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum which require less light 
than most orchids. If the shadow you see is sharp (below right), you most likely have sufficient light 
for all but the highest light-requiring orchids like cymbidiums, vandas and ascocendas. 

 

 

 

Don't let anyone tell you that you can't grow a mixed collection of orchids. Hobbyists do it all the 
time. They just take advantage of the variation in conditions throughout their growing areas. As far 
as light levels are concerned, direct sunlight entering an unshaded window can be as high as 4,000 
to 8,000 footcandles measured directly at the glass while it may only be as low as 500 footcandles 
just inside the shade off to the side of the same window. Lower light plants like Paphiopedilum and 
Phalaenopsis can be staged in these shady areas while higher light plants like oncidiums and cat-
tleyas can be arranged closer to the center and nearer the glass. It just takes a little experimentation. 

Quality versus Quantity  
Plants need red and blue light and they reflect green. Light from the red end of the spectrum is criti-
cal for flowering while that from the blue end is used in growth. This is usually not a problem when 
plants are grown out-of-doors or in a greenhouse unless the greenhouse skin is very old and has yel-
lowed to the point that the spectral quality is poor. However, for plants grown under lights, this can 
be an important factor and is the reason that many books recommend a mixture of 50:50 cool-white 
and warm-white fluorescent tubes in the light rack. Spectral quality can also be an issue if you are 
growing your plants in a sunroom glazed with bronze or other colored glass since these glazing mate-
rials may filter out much of the spectrum used by plants. 
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Duration 
Longer is not always better. First, plants need a night just as we do. They are adapted to the daily cy-
cle of the sun and different parts of their metabolic cycle are accomplished during light and dark pe-
riods. In addition, many orchids, especially species, are adapted to changes in day length. This is 
called photoperiodicity. Fall-blooming cattleyas flower as day length shortens while spring-blooming 
ones as day length increases. If these plants are grown under conditions of constant day length they 
may never flower. The old cattleya cut-flower growers used this knowledge to time flowering for im-
portant holidays and it's used today by Poinsettia growers for the Christmas market. Why is this im-
portant to the hobby grower? It's really quite simple. While a street light outside your greenhouse or 
living room window will produce such little light that being on all night won't matter that's not the 
case for lights in your growing area. If your only choice for a growing area is one that is lit late into 
the night, it would be best to concentrate on those plants like Phalaenopsis that flower without re-
gard to day length. 

 

Too much sunlight will burn an orchid's leaves. 

Too Much Light 
Unlike too little light whose effects are often insidious, the opposite can be true of too much light. 
Too much light, especially if it's a sudden change usually results in dramatic damage (sunburn) in 
very little time. The first sign of too much light is often yellow foliage. If left alone, this yellow foliage 
will eventually turn white and then dark brown and dry as the sunburned area dries out. Plants 
chronically exposed to too much light but not enough to cause sunburn will be stunted with yellow, 
hard foliage. If the problem is caught before the chlorophyll has been completely destroyed it is often 
possible to reverse the damage. Once white spots or sunken areas have appeared, the damage is irre-
versible and the best thing one can do is stop further progression with more shade. 

This is one area of orchid culture where you want to make changes SLOWLY. Orchids are easily sun-
burned if light levels rise too fast. When moving plants around, especially when bringing them out-
doors after winter, err on the side of excess shade. Make changes when you are going to be home and 
can watch the plants. Feel the leaves. The palm of your hand is about 93F. If they are hot to the 
touch, the leaf temperature is well about 95F and serious damage can occur in very little time. 
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Announcements 

Please bring plants or anything else you care to donate.    If you have extra fruit 

(oranges or the like) bag them in small quantities,   so we can sell  each bag for a 

dollar.   Thank  you for supporting your Orchid Society. 

Daniger Orchids 

17351 Nordhoff St. 

Northridge, CA 91325 

(818)349-6526 

Orchids by Art 

Art Mendoza 

(818)903-4073 

amendoza@socal.rr.com 

(Cymbidiums expert) 


