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Meetings are the 1st 

Wednesday of the 

month @ 6:45pm  

The Sepulveda Garden 

Center 

16633 Magnolia Blvd.,  

Encino, CA  91436. 

President  

Millie Peskay 

1st Vice President 

Falguni Trieu 

2nd Vice President 

(open) 

Recording Secretary 

Jeanne Bain 

Treasurer  

Millie Peskay 

Corresponding Sec’y 

Evelyn Mitarai 

Membership Sec’y 

Marcia Melcombe 

Board of Directors  

Pam Aitchison 

           Past President 

Ruth Stern 

Newsletter Editor 

Falguni Trieu 

 

All articles must be submit-
ted by the 15th of each 

month. 

 

San Fernando Valley Orchid 
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Our Guest Speaker for September:  

Pamela Aitchison 

Hydro Culture for Orchids 

 

Our speaker for September is our own SFVOS member, Pam-
ela Aitchison. Pam has been serving on our Board of Directors 
for the past year and is a regular contributor to our monthly 
newsletter.  Pam is also the webmaster for our new SFVOS 
website at http://sfvos.com. 

Pam is a Certified University of California Master Gar-
dener, and has been teaching organic gardening for many 
years. She is on the teaching team that provides training to the 
new Master Gardener Candidates every year, and is a regular 
guest lecturer at California State University at Northridge 
(CSUN). 

Pam has been growing orchids for more than 30 years, 
and her collection includes Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, Epiden-
drums, Miltonias & Miltoniopsis, Oncidiums, Maxillaria, Mas-
devillias, and Phalaenopsis, Cymbidiums, Vandas, Vanilla Or-
chids and Zygopetalums. 

Pam will be sharing information about growing orchids 
the Hydro-Culture way, a method that is rapidly gaining popu-
larity all over the world.  Throw away what you think you know 
about hydroponics.  This is completely different.  The Hydro 
Culture method of growing orchids is simple, requires much 
less work, less frequent watering and is much healthier for 
your orchids. Hydro Culture has been used for years by profes-
sional orchid growers and it certainly deserves consideration 
by beginners and experienced growers as well.  Come join us 
on September 4th, to see her Power Point presentation and 
hands-on demonstration of the Hydro Culture method. 

 

http://sfvos.com/
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Membership Year Book 

We are pleased to announce that we will be printing a new Member Yearbook for 
the fiscal year 2013-2014.    We are currently in the process of updating our mem-
bers contact information. If you have moved, or made any other changes since 
the last printing, please let us know immediately.   Also be sure to provide us with 
your current email address, as more and more of our communications are paper-
less these days.   To report any changes, or to make suggestions for our new Year-
book please contact Millie Peskay (peskay@att.net)  or Pam Aitchison 
(pam@aitchison.org) as soon as possible.   Nancy Copsey (daughter of members 
Kent and Melissa Lovelady) will again be our editor.  She is graciously doing this 
at no cost to the Society. Thank you Nancy! 

SFVOS Liability Insurance 

This is good insurance at reasonable cost for California Garden Clubs of which 
there are lots of members. We are covered for the next year at any of our events.  
Please be advised that this insurance DOES NOT cover “carpooling” to and from 
events.  The club will never sponsor or organize a car pool. When you carpool, 
you are generally insured through the driver of the vehicle of the car you are rid-
ing in. Always check with the driver of any carpool to see if their liability insur-
ance will cover you, as the SFVOS insurance does not. 

In Remembrance 

It is with regret we note the passing of member Bob Gilbert on April 20, 2013.  In 
caring for his orchids, they brought him blooms in many colors and shapes. To 

him this was joy and happiness  

 

 

                                         REFRESHMENTS 

 Refreshments for the May meeting will be provided by members whose last 

names start with "M" through "P".       Healthy snacks are refreshing as well 

as sweet treats. Of course, all members may also contribute at any meeting.  

Thank you.  

 

Marie Feola and Juana Williams 

mailto:peskay@att.net
mailto:pam@aitchison.org
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MEMBERSHIP STATUS & FINANCE REPORT 

June was the time to pay your society dues for the fiscal year 2013 – 2014.  If 
you have not already done so, please pay your dues at the next meeting.   
Should we get any new members after January 2014, the prorated dues will be 
$15.00.    Comparing this year’s treasury balance to 2012, we are about 
$300.00 lower than last year at this time.  Our treasury balance as of July 31, 
2013 was $5,763.24.                                 

  Millie Peskay 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our President and Treasurer, 
Millie Peskay, for handling all of our club’s business transactions, organizing 

all of our meetings and events and managing our finances so well.  Thank you, 
Millie, for a job well done! 

 

SFVOS EVENTS CALENDAR NOW ONLINE 

We are pleased to announce that we now have our own Events Calendar on our 
website.  It not only has our club’s events, but will also keep you informed of 
other events in the Orchid World.  If you haven’t already visited our site, now 
is a good time to check it out.   The site has helpful hints and tricks on taking 
care of your orchids, plus all the info on upcoming speakers and member ac-
tivities.  Please go to: http://sfvos.com. 

Once there, you can also save the site as a “favorite” on your computer, or 
“follow” the site, in the upper left hand corner, which means you will get an 
email when there is new information posted to the site.   
The EVENTS CALENDAR can be found on the menu bar at the top.  If you are 
interested in more information on any event just click on the event and the de-
tails will pop up.  It can even print a map, if you need one.  If you have any 
questions, or have an event or an article to add to the website, please contact 
Pam Aitchison at pam@aitchison.org 

                                                   Orchid Digest 

As you may be aware, at the end of each calendar year, Orchid Digest puts out 
a spectacular color edition. 

Each year all Orchid Society members are asked to contribute to the extra cost 
of publishing this magazine.  Your society contributed $50.00 to this special 
edition, as we did last year.  Orchid Digest is also gracious enough to list the 
SFVOS as an affiliate society on their website, and they do so at no charge to 
us.  We all look forward to seeing this special magazine when it becomes avail-
able 

http://sfvos.com/
mailto:pam@aitchison.org
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California Orchids Events  October–September 2013:    

September 08: Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo. The Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is 

open to the public. 

September 09: OSSC General Meeting resumes after our summer break. 

September 14: AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am. The Huntington Library, Art Collec-

tions, and Botanical Gardens, San Marino. Huntington Botanical Center, Lower Level. 

September 20: Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo. The Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is 

open to the public. 

September 21 & 22: South Bay Orchid Society Show 12pm - 5pm; Sales start 9am South Coast 

Botanic Garden. Gen’l Admission $9, Seniors $6; Students (with ID): $6; Children (5-12) $3; Chil-

dren (4 years and under) Free. 

September 28 – 29: The Fall Fascination Orchids Show – Santa Ana, CA 

September 28 &29: Orchids in the Park – San Francisco, CA 

October   5 &6 : San Diego International Orchid Fair – Encinitas, CA  

October   5 &6: Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House – Encinitas, CA  

October 18 &20: Southland Orchid Show – Huntington Library, San Marino, CA 

OUT OF STATE: 

August 2-3 Houston, TX. Houston Orchid Society 34th Annual Summer Workshop. 

September 13-14 Virginia Beach, VA . 9th Annual Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium. 

September 14-15 Milwaukee, WI. Wisconsin Orchid Society Show & Sale 

September 20-22 Chicago, IL Area. Chicagoland Orchid Festival.   

 

OUT OF COUNTRY: 

September 10-14 2014, Johannesburg, South Africa. 21st World Orchid Conference 

 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AT OUR SFVOS MEETINGS 

 

October 2nd:        Bryce Augustine on Propagating Orchids 

November 6th:     Charles and Norma Johnson: England’s Chelsea Flower Show 

December 6th:     Our Annual Holiday Party 
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ORCHID JUDGING 

  

July 3, 2013                                                   Judged by Earl Felt 

Division   Plant Name Exhibitor 

  

Cattleya Alliance 1st Blc Waianae Leopard 'Ching Hua' Pam Aitchison 

Cattleya Alliance 2nd Bc Ashley Bill Miller 

Cattleya Alliance 2nd St Lina Kelley 'Lea' K&M Lovelady 

Epidendrum 

& Encyclia 

1st Enc. Tampensis K&M Lovelady 

Epidendrum 

& Encyclia 

2nd Epidendrum var 'Dark Purple' Leah Imamura 

Oncidium & 

Odontia 

Miltonia Alliance 

1st Onc. Coleman Wildcat Bill Miller 

Oncidium & 

Odontia 

Miltonia Alliance 

2nd Brasidium Gilded Urchin 'Halo' Pam Aitchison 

Small Flower 

Species 

  

1st Neofinetia falcata 'Asaheden' Bill Miller 

Lepanthopsis floripecten  

 

Like little soldiers lined up for parade, the micro 

miniature flowers of Lepanthopsis floripecten are 

beautifully photographed by Joost Riksen. The species 

is found at varying altitudes across its wide range 

which extends from Mexico well into South America.  

 

                                                                                           

Photo © Joost Riksen 
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        Santa Barbara Orchid Show Sponsors. 
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Clown Alley Orchids 

John Stubbings 

3119 Lily Street 

Pasadena, TX 77505 

  

Thanks for your donation of 1 plant 

Gallup & Stribling Orchids 

3450 Via Real 

Carpenteria, CA 93013 

  

Thank you for your donation of 4 plants 

Water Orchids 

Chia Hung Chao 

#10 Lane 36 Yu Sian Street 

Tainan 704 

Taiwan 

  

Thank you for your donation of 3 plants 

Eugenera 

Jose and Ivan Portilla 

Km 2 Via a Cuenca Sector Llampasay 

Gualaceo Azuay 

Ecuador  01011110 

  

Thank you for your donation of 3 plants 

  

 

  

Doi Saket Orchids, Co. Ltd. 

Kade Budchaiya 

www. thaiorchidsource.com 

Chiang Mai 

Thailand 

  

Thank you for your donation of 1 plant 

 Beauti Florist 

11612 Frederick 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 

(714) 458-4863 

Andy's Orchids 

734 Ocean View Avenue 

Encinitas, CA 92024 

  

Thank you for your donation of 10 plants 
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Monthly Checklist for September and October: 

Cattleya: 

Despite the shortening days and lowering angle of the sun, Septem-
ber can still be one of the hottest months. Water and fertilizer need 
to be in balance with heat and light. The alert grower will notice, 
however, that his or her plants are beginning to slow down a bit. 
Growths are maturing, and the sheaths are giving the promise of the 
next six-months' bloom. 

Check plants for potting needs for the last time this season. Any in 
dire need should be potted, even some that may be on the cusp, as 
there is just enough of the growing season left to allow the plants to 
establish before the days start to get really short and cold. 

This is the month for purples derived from Cattleya labiata breeding 
to flower. If you are short on flowers, look into this group. There is 
nothing that can quite match this type for beauty and fragrance. 
They are easy to grow, too. 

Plants summered outdoors should begin to be prepared to be 
brought back into the winter growing area. Clean the plants up and 
be on the lookout for any pests they may have picked up during the 
summer. Treat as necessary. 

Cycnoches: 

This little-known and under-appreciated genus, which can have 
male or female flowers, is at its best in the autumn. Two of the spec-
tacular varieties are Cycnoches loddigesii, with its large brown flow-
ers resembling a prehistoric bird, and Cycnoches chlorochilon, the 
swan orchid. This last one has large, fragrant green flowers. The big-
gest problem, culturally, will be red spider mite infestations that re-

quire immediate attention. Plants are quite seasonal, requiring heavy watering in the growing season and then a drier 
dormant winter season. 

Cymbidium: 

Summer can be the most rewarding season for cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong now. The leaves of the 
new growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a light green to nearly yellow. Early flow-
ering varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move the plants into a cooler area with lower light. For mid-season 
varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen to assist in spike initiation. 

Dendrobium: 

This is a good season for hybrids of the Dendrobium phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum types. Both are capa-
ble of putting on tremendous shows of long-lasting flowers. Fertilize with a low-nitrogen formula to promote the best 
flowers. Dendrobium phalaenopsis can get tall and top heavy, suggesting an attractive and heavy container would be ap-
propriate for this type. 

Rhynchostele bictoniensis: 

Both Rhynchostele bictoniensis and its hybrids bloom in this season. Rhynchostele bictoniensis, formerly known as 
Lemboglossum, Odontoglossum) is a showy species from Mexico that has three different color forms: sulphureum 
(green with white lip), album (brown with white lip) and roseum (brown with a pink lip). It is a vigorous grower with tall 
inflorescences of many flowers, and imparts to its progeny (as seen in Odcdm. Bittersweet and Odm. bicross) ease of cul-
ture, warmth tolerance and eye-catching patterns. They make a prime candidate for odontoglossum beginners and ad-
vanced alike. 
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Paphiopedilum: 

Standard, green-leaved paphiopedilums begin to show their bloom sheaths this month. Late-season heat waves can blast 
these early sheaths, so be observant about proper cooling and air circulation. As with the rest of your plants that may 
have been summered outdoors, it is time to prepare for their move inside. Clean each plant and implement pest-control 
practices. Repotting, if necessary, is appropriate. 

Phalaenopsis: 

The bulk of this season's growth is being ripened this month, with growers in cooler climates seeing the first emerging 
inflorescences. Some night heating may be necessary in the cooler areas. Begin to watch watering more carefully, and 
reduce feeding proportionately with reduced watering needs. An extra dose of phosphorus and potassium, such as a 
bloom-booster or high-acid-type fertilizer, is beneficial. 
Rossioglossum grande: 

Once known as Odontoglossum grande, this is a spectacular orchid with six to eight flowers up to 8 inches across. Often 
known as the tiger orchid, it has bright golden yellow flowers heavily marked with chestnut brown barring. The plants 
are beautiful with a grey-green cast to the foliage, which is borne on succulent pseudobulbs. It prefers hot and wet sum-
mers with cooler, even down to 40 F, dry winters. Grow under filtered light. Watch for snails and slugs that eat the flow-
ers, pseudobulbs and leaves. 

 
 

Rossioglossum grande shows off its large, dramatic flowers. 
 
 
 
 
Dendrobium Burana Stripe is a popular and easy 
phalaenopsis-type hybrid.  
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Announcements 

Please bring plants or anything else you care to donate.    If you have extra fruit 

(oranges or the like) bag them in small quantities,   so we can sell  each bag for a 

dollar.   Thank  you for supporting your Orchid Society. 

Daniger Orchids 

17351 Nordhoff St. 

Northridge, CA 91325 

(818)349-6526 

Orchids by Art 

Art Mendoza 

(818)903-4073 

amendoza@socal.rr.com 

(Cymbidiums expert) 


