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ORCHID SALE 
Saturday, April 9

th
, 2016 

 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Sepulveda Garden Center 

 
We are pleased to announce that the San Fernando Valley Orchid Society will be holding its first ever 
Orchid Sale on April 9th, 2016 at the Sepulveda Garden Center.   In years past, we have always had 
an Orchid Auction, but this year we decided to switch things up and do a direct sale instead.   
 
All members are urged to proudly wear their badge and help out at the sale for as many hours as 
possible.  You can be a host, greeting prospective buyers and assisting them in selecting plants.  If 
you find questions you cannot answer, there will be other members who can help.  Let’s make this a 
positive and fun experience for all.  
 

For those of you volunteering to work at the 
sale we will get our set up started at 9:00 AM.   
We need volunteers to help register the buyers 
and help carry plants to the plant hotel.  We 
also need a few of you to stay after 2:00 PM to 
help us clean-up.   
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to tell guests 
about the benefits of membership in our 
Society:  the educational speakers, the plant 
opportunity table, and the interchange of ideas 
and experiences with fellow orchid lovers. 
 
If you have some blooming plants you wish to 
contribute to the sale please bring them to Ned 
Daniger’s home:  17351 Nordhoff Street in 

Northridge on April 7th between 12:00 noon and 5:00 PM, or you can bring them on the day of the 
sale, April 9th,  at 9:00 AM to the Sepulveda Garden Center. 
  
This is YOUR opportunity to support our Society.  We look forward to seeing you at the sale!  

 

April 2016 



SFVOS TREASURER’S REPORT 

If you have any questions about finances and/or wish to have a copy of the month by month financial report to the Board of Directors 

please contact me.   

 Bob Peskay  peskay@att.net 

 
 
 

 
  

2016 Orchid Calendar of Events 

April 9  SFVOS ORCHID SALE  10am-2pm Sepulveda Garden Center 

Apr-16 
AOS Pacific South Regional 
Judging 

10am 
The Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens, San 
Marino 

Apr-16 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

April 23-26 
The Southern California 
Spring Garden Show 

10am - 9pm South Coast Plaza 

May 14 
 

AOS Pacific South Regional 
Judging 

10am 
The Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 
San Marino 

May 20 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

    

 

 

 
Plant Forum Show & Tell 

 
Please bring your blooming orchids to the next regular meeting for our plant forum.  Everyone 

enjoys seeing what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a time and you will 

receive a free POT ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with the group.  Don’t forget 

your cameras too! 

http://www.sfvos.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions
https://goo.gl/maps/RQXYHaptDDu
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions


 

 
 

 
 

Monthly Checklist for March and April 
Cattleya:  Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days and 
warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming change of season. Some 
of the best standard cattleyas of the year will be in bloom, or will be blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering 
hybrids will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that 
need removal. If these yellowing sheaths are not removed, the moisture 
they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will allow the 
buds to develop, although they will need additional support. Changing light 

conditions can also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally bright 
day, especially immediately following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the 
foliage if shading is not attended to properly. There can still be periods of 

dull days where spikes can weakened owing to the lower light. Lengthening 
days will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating increased water and 
fertilizer. The plants will indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means 

more frequent watering and fertilizing. 

With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the 
season for spring bloom, it is also the time to be on the lookout for plants 
that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately after blooming has 
proven to be the best time to repot winter- and spring-flowering cattleyas. 

In most cases, they will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time, 
they will root right into fresh mix with little or no setback. 

Cymbidium Magic Mountain photographed at Longwood  
Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas 

Cymbidium: Plants should be 

putting on a spectacular show this 
time of year. Adjust all staking and 

twist-ties and be on the lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate 
water because flowering strains the plants. As new growths appear later, 
increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant look healthy but 
not be blooming, try increasing the light during the next growing season. The 
number-one reason for no flowers is lack of light. 
Dendrobium (Australian): These hard-cane dendrobiums will be at their 

flowering peak now. It is not unusual to see a specimen of this type in an 
orchid show boasting 1,000 flowers. The secret with this group -- bred 
primarily from Dendrobium kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum -- is to 
provide ample water, fertilizer and light during the growing season. 
 

Lycaste: This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its 
flowering season. Soon you will see the beginning of new root growth, which 

is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth emerges, 

provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the 
size of psuedobulbs with each successive year. 
Miltoniopsis: This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing 
displays of color will dazzle the grower over the next few months. Prepare 
your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and cleaning off 
the older yellow foliage. Do not miss the wonderful fragrance as the flowers 

unfold. 
 

Miltoniopsis Martin Orenstein shows off a beautiful 
waterfall pattern on its labellum. Photographed at  
Longwood Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas 

 



Paphiopedilum: March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a 
month where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work 
with your Paphiopedilum before the pressure of other potting prevents your doing the thorough job you should. Look 
at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in spike? Does it have 

an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned 
and potted Paphiopedilum look happy. 

The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the lookout for the buds, 
as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the crowns of your plants. It is especially difficult to 
clean mealybugs, in particular, once they have become established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get 

a good toehold. Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and 
strong. Do not be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are 
staked too soon, the flowers may develop a "nodding" stance, where the 
dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to develop at an angle, 
let them, and stake after the flower has hardened for best carriage, 
especially on the hybrids with fairieanum background. 
Phalaenopsis: In most of the country, March is the peak blooming 

month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully attended to, so 
that the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and 
judging -- even those intended for your home will look best if properly 
staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the 

way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will lack this 
grace and will not be as pleasing. Most growers like to have the final 

support just below the first flower, allowing maximum support, without 
sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike. Rapid-growing spikes and 
open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of 
watering and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give 
their best floral display. Remember, too, that the lengthening days will 
also increase the frequency at which plants need water.  Beware of the 
invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers 

and spikes are favorite targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look 
out for their presence, often indicated by the appearance of sooty mold 
resulting from the exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds 
are too advanced. If flowers and buds are too far along, the chemical 
treatment may damage or abort them. 

Masdevallia Highland Monarch 'Free Spirit'  
AM/AOS photographed at Parkside Orchids. 

Ottsville, Pennsylvania © G. Allikas 

  

Pleurothallids: Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not 
in flower, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide if needed or repot into fresh mix. Taking care of 
these tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before the hot weather arrives.  
 
The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. 
  



 

 

The Country Store  
Donations are always accepted in our Country Store.  If you have extra fruit, bag them in small 

quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.  Bring in any unwanted plants or garden related 

items.  Anything brought in is considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is 

to raise funds for our society.  The funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent 

and the plants for our POT.  Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Advertise with the SFVOS 
In an effort to raise funds for our society we are 

offering advertising space in our SFVOS monthly 

newsletter.  If you have any questions or are ready 

to place a business card sized ad in our publication, 

please contact our Newsletter Editor, Pam 

Aitchison by sending an email with your artwork to 

pam@aitchison.org.  The cost is only $25.00 per 

month.  Discounts available for yearly ads.  

mailto:pam@aitchison.org

