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     Reminder: No Meeting in August 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Membership Renewal 

July 1st was the beginning of our society’s fiscal year, so if you have not already renewed your SFVOS 
membership for the current year please contact Marcia Melcombe as soon as possible.   Her email address 

is:  marciafm@yahoo.com.  Dues are $35.00 for individuals and $45.00 for an entire family living in the same 

household.  That works out to be around $3.75 a month.  What a bargain!  We also want to thank our 
members who have gone above and beyond renewing their dues and have made cash donations to help us 
offset our deficit.  We thank you all for supporting your Orchid Society. 

 
President’s Message 

 

We closed our fiscal year with a “Christmas in July” Pot Luck dinner at the July Meeting.  Members contributed 

generously and innovatively for the Pot Luck tables.  Dinner was followed by some of our own members,   

namely Art Mendoza and Millie Peskay, who told of their experiences with cymbidium and Vanda orchids.  

Thanks Art and Millie! 

Millie donated a lovely plant purchased at the Conejo Orchid Society’s annual sale.  It was sold at auction with 

proceeds going to our society.  Treasurer Bob Peskay gave a short summary of our finances for the fiscal year 

2014-2015.   Expenses exceeded income by $557.00 for the year.   The deficit would have been greater had it 

not been for the generous contributions of some of our members.  We received $625.00 in monetary gifts.    

Bob pointed out that these contributions help support our ongoing 

programs.    We acknowledged the generous contributions by our members, 

Frank and Florence Shimizu, and our new member, Jessie Broussard.   

Members may contribute at meetings or by mail directly to the Treasurer 

We all had fun with the three Bingo Games, and the POT drawings between 

each game.   Prizes were orchids purchased from Cal Orchids in Santa 

Barbara.  

Finally, thanks to all the members for making a great year.  As usual, there 

will be no meeting in August, so I look forward to seeing everybody on 

September 5th. Have a great summer,  

Millie Peskay 

 
 
 

Cattleya Potinara Fordyce Prelude 'First Act' 

July 2015 

mailto:marciafm@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SFVOS is now on Instagram 
Instagram is a mobile app that you can download on iOS and Android phones and tablets as well as Windows Phone 8 

and above. You must create your account using the Instagram mobile app, not a computer. After you've downloaded the 

app and created an account, you can also view your Instagram posts from a computer. 

 

To start using Instagram: 

1. Download the Instagram app for Apple iOS from the App Store, Android from Google Play Store 

or Windows Phone from the Windows Phone Store. 

2. Once the app is installed, tap to open it. 

3. Enter your email address and tap Next or tap Login with Facebook to sign up with your Facebook 

account. 

4. If you register with email, create a username and password, fill out your profile info and then 

tap Done. If you register with Facebook, you'll be prompted to sign into your Facebook account if 

you're currently logged out 

5. Then follow us @sfvorchidsociety.  Whenever you post pictures of your plants add 

@sfvorchidsociety to the post and it will show up on the feed to our Instagram page.    

6. Try it!  It’s easy and fun!   Thanks to James Jordan for setting up our Instagram Account! 

 

 

2015 Orchid Calendar of Events 

July 22 SFVOS Board Meeting  7pm - 8:30pm Marcia Melcombe Home in Northridge 

July 25, 26 
San Diego County Orchid Society Summer 

Show In The Park 
12:00pm - 5pm Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park 

July 25, 26 
San Francisco Orchid Society "Orchids in the 
Park" 

10am - 5pm San Francisco County Fair Building 

Aug 7, 8 Summer Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival 10am-9pm 
Westminster Mall  
 See Also flyer in this newsletter. 

Aug 8 AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am 
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and 
Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

 

https://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.instagram.com%2F513067452056347&h=wAQGsStv3&s=1
https://help.instagram.com/129194600600642
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/instagram/id389801252?mt=8
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FHbEuQH&h=FAQGUS6up&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windowsphone.com%2Fen-us%2Fstore%2Fapp%2Finstagram-beta%2F3222a126-7f20-4273-ab4a-161120b21aea&h=kAQHBHLqV&s=1
http://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/balboa/permitsites.shtml
https://goo.gl/maps/vXTMy
http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=1025+Westminster+Mall&csz=Westminster%2C+CA&country=us&new=1&name=&qty=
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI


 

 
Why are my orchid's leaves wrinkled and leathery? 

 
This orchid has lost its roots, probably due to overwatering, and cannot take up water. 

Shriveled leaves indicate a lack of water to plant tissue. The next step is to determine why the plant is not getting 
sufficient water. First, look at the roots. If they appear a healthy white or green and are plump, and the medium is in 

good shape, suspect underwatering, especially if the roots are white and the pot is very light. If, on the other hand, 
the roots are in poor condition, suspect root loss. If the plant has no roots, it cannot take up any water, no matter 
how much you give it. In this case, the cause may be root loss owing to overwatering or medium deterioration, or a 
recently repotted and poorly established plant. The immediate solution is to raise humidity in the plants’ vicinity to 
reduce stress on whatever roots there may be, and then deal with whether to repot or to simply wait until the plant 
establishes in the fresh medium. 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Hello Orchid Friends: 
 

This is my first report to you as treasurer although I’ve been monitoring the Society’s accounting for over a year.  For the 

fiscal year 2014-2015 (June 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015) the following is a summary of our financial activities: 
 

 Income                                                         Expenses 
 Membership $1,125.00                     Rent   $1,025.00 
 P.O.T       630.50                     Speakers    1,300.00 
 Auction   1,542.00                     Plants*        462.00 
 Bingo       255.00                      Printing         70.51 
 Country Store       64.50                      Plant purchase      701.59 
 Badges         6.00                      Dues & subscriptions      251.50 
 Contributions     625.00                      Insurance       305.00 
 Total  $4,248.00                     Website         99.00 
               Postage       142.46 
               Badges         42.13 
               Miscellaneous       253.61 
               Total   $4,804.80  
              * Some speakers brought plants for P.O.T. 
 

As you may see, our income falls $556 (13%) short of our expenses.  Our major fund raiser, the annual auction, was the 

least productive we have ever had bringing in only 80% of the previous year’s revenue.   

At the same time the major costs of operating such as rent, speakers, and plants are going up significantly.  Fortunately, 

contributions provided by members have closed part of the gap.  The Board of Directors is looking carefully at measures 

to handle expenses more efficiently and increase income.  Participation and suggestions by members would be welcome.   
 

If you have any questions about this report and/or wish to have a copy of the month by month report to the Board of 

Directors please contact me. 
 

Bob Peskay 
peskay@att.net 

American Orchid Society Webinar   

(AOS Members Only Please) 

Neofinetia (Vanda): History and Mystery 

Webinar Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT 

Join AOS judge Cheryl Erins as she discusses the ancient 
Japanese history and mystery behind this tiny orchid and learn 
how they are judged in Japan versus AOS judging and how they 
are grown so you can care for them at home.  Members only. 

Title: 
Neofinetia (Vanda): History and Mystery  
Date: 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
Time: 
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT 

LOG IN TO AOS  
TO THE MEMBERS' REGISTRATION PAGE  

Neofinetia (Vanda) falcata, photo:© G.Allikas. 

 

about:blank
http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=800
http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=800
http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=800
http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=800


Summer Orchid Care 

 
 

 

Summer is here and 

while some of us may 
not like hot or humid 

weather, most of our 
orchids, such as the 

dramatic spider (Brassia) 
orchid pictured below 

will! A few months with 
lots of sunshine and air 

movement will do 

wonders for your 
orchids, especially those 

that live on a windowsill 
most of the year. 

  

LIGHT 
Light intensities in the great outdoors are much stronger than they are inside 
the house. Unless your outdoor space is very heavily shaded, chances are your 
orchids will enjoy more light than they will get indoors. But be warned! Do not 

to place your plants directly into bright direct sunlight otherwise you will risk 
burning leaves, even on Cattleyas and other "high light" orchids. It takes a 
while for plants to get acclimatized to the brighter light. First, move your plants 
outside to a shady spot either under a tree of other large leafy patio plants. If 

you see large brown or black burn spots on the leaves, move your orchids back 
into a shady location. Most of your orchids, even those that like bright light, will 

do best in some dappled shade, or where they only get a few hours of direct 
sunlight during the day. It is very hard to make broad recommendations here-
conditions in Phoenix are totally different from those in Seattle. But the take-
home message is the same: gradually expose your orchids to the optimal light 
conditions in which they will grow best and, as always, watch your plants 

carefully.  

TEMPERATURE 
Orchids will thrive outside as long as temperatures remain below 90°. This 

applies to intermediate and warm growing orchids, which cover most of the 
popular genera. Generally, a temperature range during the day of 75 to 85° will 
make most orchids happy. Those that like it's a little cooler can be kept a little 
shadier. When temperatures do rise above 90°, be sure your orchids remain 
moist and humid with plenty of air movement to keep them cool. You may wish 

to move them to shadier location if high temperatures persist. Many orchids are 

remarkably resilient, but if your Masdevallia succumbs to the heat, ask yourself 
why you are growing such an orchid in the first place! 

WATER 
Be prepared to change your watering regimen outdoors. Higher light, usually 
means higher temperatures. This will require more frequent watering as your 
plants will dry out more quickly. If you live in a very humid area, your orchids 
may be able to go longer without water, than in a drier climate. If it rains 
frequently, you may not have to worry about your plants very much at all. 

However, if it rains continuously for several days, you'll need to watch your 
plants to make sure they do not get waterlogged or are preyed upon by 
bacterial or fungal diseases. Orchids that require constant moisture are 
probably at most risk of drying out. Many orchid growers will keep their 
moisture loving orchids, such as paphs and phals, inside the house or 

greenhouse, rather than risk their plants totally drying out, which can be fatal. 
Orchids with pseudobulbs such as Cattleyas or brassias will do a far better job in 

weathering any dry spells, as they have the capacity to store water to tide them 
over. In summary, be prepared to watch your orchids more closely and to pay 
more attention to their watering needs when they are outside. Try to water your 
plants early in the day so that they are dry by nightfall. 

 



Please Support our Generous Sponsors 

 
 



 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

The San Fernando Valley Orchid Society  
meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00pm 

The Sepulveda Garden Center 

16633 Magnolia Blvd. Encino, CA 91436  

President  Millie Peskay  peskay@att.net 

1ST Vice President  Pam Aitchison  pam@aitchison.org 

2ND Vice President James Jordan jamesjordan@matthewraysalon.com 

Treasurer  Bob Peskay peskay@att.net 

Corresponding Secretary Evelyn Miterai eviem8@att.net 

Membership Secretary Marcia Melcombe marciafm@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor Pam Aitchison pam@aitchison.org 

Board of Directors/Social Media James Jordan jamesjordan@matthewraysalon.com 

 

Refreshments 

Refreshments for our September Meeting will be provided by members whose last names begin with N-S.  Of 
course, all members are encouraged to bring snacks for all our meetings.  
 
Some suggestions are healthy snacks such as (cut up) fruit and veggies, chips, homemade goodies such as 
cookies and brownies and anything else you care to contribute.    Thank you in advance for supporting your 

society.  

 
Plant Forum Show & Tell  

Please bring your blooming orchids for the plant forum in September.  Everyone enjoys seeing 

what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a time and you will receive a free 

raffle ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with the group.  Don’t forget your cameras 

too! 

mailto:pam@aitchison.org


            Doug Overstreet 
                Orchid Specialist 
                    (661) 200-8999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Repotting Services 

 Collection Maintenance 

 Orchid Consultations  

 Orchid Education 

 Accredited AOS Judge 
Contact Doug at: orchiddoug.do@gmail.com 

      Nature’s Bounty Orchids 

      

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Native Orchids of California:  

(Epipactis gigantea) lay just a few feet from trailside.  The understated earthen tones of this flower could be easily 
overlooked by the avid hiker intent on reaching the summit rather than the flora underfoot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cal West Tropical Supply 

www.calwesttropical.com 

800-301-9009 

Your #1 Source for Orchid Growing Supplies 

mailto:orchiddoug.do@gmail.com
http://www.calwesttropical.com/


 
 

 

The Country Store  
Donations are always accepted in our Country Store.  If you have extra fruit, bag them in small 

quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.  Bring in any unwanted plants or garden related 

items.  Anything brought in is considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is 

to raise funds for our society.  The funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent 

and the plants for our POT.  Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Advertise with the SFVOS 
In an effort to raise funds for our society we are 

offering advertising space in our SFVOS monthly 

newsletter.  If you have any questions or are ready 

to place a business card sized ad in our publication, 

please contact our Newsletter Editor, Pam 

Aitchison by sending an email with your artwork to 

pam@aitchison.org.  The cost is $25.00 per month, 

or $250.00 per year.  

mailto:pam@aitchison.org

