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Guest Speaker for June 1st SFVOS Meeting: Arthur Pinkers 

Arthur Pinkers has been an orchid enthusiast since the age of sixteen, when he acquired a plant of 
Slc. Glittering Jewel (Sl. Gratixiae x Slc. Hermes), which infected him with the orchid bug. His forty 
plus years of experience growing orchids started in the Pacific Northwest with a greenhouse to fend 
off the cold, rainy days, but a decade ago a job change forced him to move to Santa Clarita, 
California, where the conditions are extreme for growing orchids. 

 
Growing up in the Seattle area, Arthur attended Western 
Washington University in Bellingham, Washington, 
graduating with a B.S. in Chemistry and Biology. He worked 
for many years as a chemist, and had the fortune of having 
his dream job as the Lab Director for Beall Orchid Company 
until shortly before its close in 1990. Despite not having a 
current career working with orchids, Arthur has taken an 
active role in the orchid community. He has been an 
Accredited Orchid Judge for over twenty years and has 
served in most executive positions on the Board of the 

Northwest Orchid Society, including serving as President from 1988 to1989, and as a center 
photographer for the Pacific Northwest Judging region. 

 
Currently, Arthur serves as the Center Judging Chair at the 
Pacific South – San Marino Judging Center and one of the 
photographers for the Pacific South Judging Center. 
Though he has an interest in a wide variety of orchids, 
botanicals are a special draw to him for their diversity and 
charm.  
Arthur has been married to his wife, Margie, for over 
twenty-seven years, and has two adult children. While they 
have not inherited his knack for growing orchids, his family 
enjoys the beauty and wild aromas his backyard jungle brings to their home, a respite from the desert 
landscape around them. Arthur will be presenting a multi-media show featuring a PowerPoint and a 
live Show and Tell on the orchid species Coelogyne’s .   You won’t want to miss it!  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

President’s Message 
Although I’ve enjoyed many years of participation, the last six as president, I believe I’ve given about 
as much as I can to the San Fernando Valley Orchid Society.  The twice monthly evening meetings 
entail about a sixty to seventy mile round trip from Ventura County and have become wearing.  It is 
time to give others the opportunity to guide the organization.  Bob and I plan to step down from office 
while maintaining our membership and being available as resource persons.  We wish a new Board 
of Directors the best.                                                                                                        Millie Peskay 

June 2016 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

SFVOS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
The Board, acting as a nominating committee, has attempted to identify nominees to fill the offices for 
the next year.  So far there has been only limited success: 
 
   President   No candidate        
   Vice President  No candidate 
   Secretary   Evelyn Mitarai 
   Treasurer   No candidate 

Membership Secretary Marcia Melcombe 
 

Election of officers and directors will be held at the meeting on June first.  Nominations for positions 
will be solicited from among the membership.  Members may nominate themselves or another 
member.   
 
Please note: If no Board of Directors can be constituted with an election, it will be the 
intention of the present SFVOS Board of Directors to offer a resolution for a vote to 
discontinue the Society.   A majority vote will terminate the organization. Following such 
action, all cash assets of the Society must be distributed to one or more orchid research 
funds and non-cash assets to one or more orchid societies as required by the By- Laws.   If 
you want your society to continue, now is the time to step up and volunteer to be on the Board 
of Directors.  
 

 

2016 Orchid Calendar of Events 

June 1 
San Fernando Valley Orchid 
Society Regular Meeting 

7:00 pm – 9pm The Sepulveda Garden Center 

June 3,4,5 Conejo Orchid Society Sale  10am – 5pm Thousand Oaks Library/Janss Rd.  

June 4 
 

AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10:00 AM 
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, 
and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

June 4 
Orchid Digest Speaker's Day: 
"Crazy About Catts" 

10:00 AM 
Huntington Gardens Botanical Center, 
San Marino 

June 17 Orchid Odyssey 10am – 2pm San Diego Zoo 

June 18 Sunset Valley Orchids Open House 9am - 4pm Vista, CA 

July 9 AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am 
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, 
and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

July 15 Orchid Odyssey 10am – 2pm San Diego Zoo 

http://www.sfvos.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?ed=6gCL9up_0TrKRvxxdFt1aC7WQV4JOXY4wA--&csz=San+Marino%2C+CA&country=us&new=1&name=&qty=
http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?ed=6gCL9up_0TrKRvxxdFt1aC7WQV4JOXY4wA--&csz=San+Marino%2C+CA&country=us&new=1&name=&qty=
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions
https://goo.gl/maps/xmSdt8kZCDQ2
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions


 

 

 
How do I feed my Orchids?  

Orchids need to be fed regularly. Growers suggest 
using a "balanced" fertilizer such as 20-20-20 that 
includes all "necessary trace elements." Regardless of 

the fertilizer formulation you choose to use, it should contain little or no urea. If 
you are unsure of what fertilizer to use, you can generally use any fertilizer you 
would for your other container plants. Orchids will do far better with too little 
fertilizer than with too much. Many growers recommend the "weakly, weekly" 
approach, applying a dilute (1/4 strength) fertilizer each time they water, rather 
than applying a full dose once a month. Also, it is best not to fertilize a 
completely dry plant as the fertilizer can burn the dry roots. Water first then 
follow with fertilizer solution. 

 
 
What’s the best orchid for growing 
in my home?  
One of the most widely available orchids of the mass market types 
is also the best for the home - the 
phalaenopsis or moth orchid which will 

grow easily under the same conditions enjoyed by African Violets. 
 
 
 
Another good choice, is Paphiopedilum or the slipper orchids which have relatively 
attractive foliage, and will re-flower in home conditions giving weeks of floral 
display. 

 
Why won’t my Orchid re-bloom?  
Like all plants, orchids require sufficient light in order to 

produce flowers. 

  

Insufficient light is the most common cause of failure to re-bloom 

your orchid. Leaf color indicates if the amount of light is adequate. 

The lush, rich, dark green of most houseplants is not desirable in 

orchid leaves. A grassy green color (light or medium green with 

yellowish tones) means the plant is receiving sufficient light to bloom.  



Refreshments 
Refreshments for our June meeting will be provided by members with last 

names starting with the letters P - Z.  Of course, all members are 
encouraged to bring snacks to every meeting. Homemade goodies are 
especially welcome.   Thank you for supporting the SFVOS. 

 

Conejo Orchid Sale 
The Conejo Orchid Society will be having their annual sale on June 3

rd
, 4

th
 

and 5
th
 at the Thousand Oaks Library on Janss Rd.  Not only will have 

vendor plants from Hatfield, Zuma, Orchid Zone, Carmela's and Fred 
Clarke, but we will have a lot of member divisions!!!!  Some really nice stuff!  

 You may want to attend. 

 

 

 
 

 

David Leo Melcombe 
April 27, 1935 - May 22, 2016 

 
It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of David Leo Melcombe, 
husband of SFVOS Membership Secretary, Marcia Melcombe.   David just 
turned 81 at the end of April.  His career as an engineer took him to the 
Douglas Aircraft Company and TRW from which he retired in 1993.  In 
retirement he enjoyed woodworking, fashioning some quite elaborate 
pieces.  David was an excellent woodworker and a member of the San 
Fernando Valley Woodworker’s Association.  
 
He and Marcia were married almost 54 years and both were active in the San 
Fernando Valley Orchid Society for many years.  Both native Angelinos, they 
made their home in Northridge.  In addition to Marcia, David is survived by 
daughter Lisa (Marlowe) Weisman, sons Kenneth and Sandy and two 
grandchildren. 

 
The memorial service will be held on Thursday, May 26th, 2016 at 10:00 am at Mount Sinai in Simi Valley, in the 
Kamenir Chapel.  For those wanting to pay their respect, the address is 6150 Mount Sinai Drive, Simi Valley, CA.   
 
 
 

Plant Forum Show & Tell 
Please bring your blooming orchids to our Plant Forum at the June meeting.  Everyone enjoys 

seeing what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a time and you will receive 

a free POT ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with the group.  Don’t forget your 

cameras too! 



 
 
  



 

 

 

The Country Store  
Donations are always accepted in our Country Store.  If you have extra fruit, bag them in small 

quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.  Bring in any unwanted plants or garden related 

items.  Anything brought in is considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is 

to raise funds for our society.  The funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent 

and the plants for our POT.  Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Thank You! 
 

The SFVOS wishes to thank our generous members 

and sponsors for their donations to our society and 

for our annual fundraiser.   

 

We wish you the best in the upcoming year!   


