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March 2nd Speaker UCCE Master Gardener 

Pam Aitchison 

“Keeping your Orchids Healthy” 

Our guest speaker for our next SFVOS General meeting on March 2, 2016 is our 

very own SFVOS Vice President Pamela Aitchison, who will be sharing 

information about how to keep our orchids healthy in our home environments.  

Her talk will cover many topics that will especially be of interest to new orchid 

growers, but experienced orchid growers may learn a trick or two as well. 

Pam is a Certified University of California Master Gardener, and has been 

teaching organic gardening for many 

years.  She provides training to the new 

Master Gardener Candidates every 

year, and is a regular guest lecturer at 

California State University Northridge (CSUN), the LA County Fair, 

and schools and non-profit organizations throughout Southern 

California.  

Pam has been growing orchids for more than 30 years, and her 

collection includes Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, Epidendrums, Miltonias & 

Miltoniopsis, Oncidiums, Masdevallias, as well as Phalaenopsis, 

Cymbidiums, Vandas, Vanilla Orchids and Zygopetalums. 

Pam will be showing us a PowerPoint Presentation and will hopefully give you many ideas and suggestions for 

caring for your orchids at home.   You won’t want to miss this lecture, so mark your calendar today.  

  

March 2016 



A Message from our President 

THE GREAT ORCHID SALE 
 Saturday, April 9

th
, 2016 

 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Sepulveda Garden Center 
 

As you know, this will be our Annual Fund Raiser.  We need to be successful to support the speakers, 
rental and other costs of our year around program. 
 
We’ll start at 9:00 AM to set up for the event and continue an hour after 2:00 PM for clean-up.  All 
members are urged to proudly wear their badge and help out at the Sale for as many hours as 
possible.  You can be a host, greeting prospective buyers and assisting them in selecting plants.  If 
you find questions you cannot answer, there will be other members who can help.  Let’s make this a 
positive and fun experience for all.  We also need additional members to help circulate flyers in the 
community starting March 26th.  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to tell guests about the benefits of membership in our Society:  the 
educational speakers, the plant opportunity table, and the interchange of ideas and experiences with 
fellow orchid lovers. 
 
If you have plants you wish to contribute to the sale please bring them to the Sale at 9:00 AM on April 
9th or you can bring them to Ned Daniger’s home:  17351 Nordhoff Street in Northridge on April 7th 
between 12:00 noon and 5:00 PM. 
 
This is YOUR opportunity to support our Society and I look forward to all of us joining in.  Please sign 
up at the general meeting on March 2nd   to participate.                                                  Millie Peskay 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Global Warming forces early blooming  
 
ORCHIDS that the Victorian era naturalists plucked and carefully pressed onto vellum sheets confine climate secrets. A recent study of 
these orchids revealed over the years global warming has changed their 
blooming pattern: the spring flower now blooms prematurely in the UK. 

Researchers from University of East Anglia, University of Kent, University 
of Sussex and Royal Botanic Gardens studied 77 specimens of the early 
spider orchid (Ophrys sphegodes) collected between 1948 and 1958 and 
preserved at London’s Natural History Museum. 

(Left:  Orchid Mantid on Phalaenopsis)  
 

 
The orchids, which once grew across central and southern Europe, are now 
confined to southern UK. Because each specimen contains details of when 
and where it was picked, the researchers matched the details with 
meteorological records to examine how mean spring temperatures affected 
the orchids’ flowering. 
 
They then compared the data with field observations of peak flowering of the 
same orchid species in the Castle Hill National Nature Reserve, East 

Sussex from 1975 to 2006. They discovered that changes in flowering time in response to temperature were identical both in 
herbarium specimens and field data. In both instances, the orchids flowered six days in advance for 1oC rise in the average spring 
temperature.  The results are the first direct evidence that herbarium specimens can be used to gauge the trend of global warming 
induced climate change. 
 
Orchids have co-evolved with insect pollinators, said Roy Thompson, an independent scientist at Edinburgh University. Research 
should be done on possible disruption of pollination as a result of differential responses to climate change, he said. Lead researcher 
Anthony Davy said his team plans to look at the activity of potential pollinators from museum collections and understand how climate 
change has affected their relationship with the orchids. 

SFVOS TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
If you have any questions about finances and/or wish to have a copy of the month by month financial report to the Board of Directors 

please contact me. 
Bob Peskay, Treasurer 

peskay@att.net 

about:blank


Amazing Orchid Facts:    

1. There are more than 25,000 documented species of orchid, and scientists are finding more every day:  The 

family Orchidacea is home to more than 25,000 flower species. Scientists suspect that there are more species in the 

topical areas of the world, and horticulturalists hybridize the flower to create new species that wouldn't occur in nature, 

and giving rise to some of the most popular varieties of the plant in existence.  

2. Orchids have symmetry similar to human faces: Much of the reason orchids are so widespread is thanks in part to 

humans' affinity for and desire to grow them. The symmetry of the flower could have a lot to do with why people are so 

fond of orchids. An orchid has bilateral symmetry — like a human face — so if a line is drawn vertically down the middle of 

the flower, the two halves are mirror images of each other. "When someone looks at an orchid, it looks back at you.” 

3. Orchids are masters of deception: Orchids deceive insects into pollinating them. The reproductive parts of many 

orchid flowers are shaped and colored to look like the kind of insect they hope to attract. Once the insect is interested, the 

orchid's pollen sticks to the bug until it flies off to find another orchid that it mistakes for a mate. 

4. Scientists found fossilized orchid pollen on the back of a bee: Pollen from an ancient orchid was found on the 

back of a bee encased in amber, as detailed in a 2007 study in the journal Nature. The fossil was dated to around 10 

million or 15 million years ago, but we suspect that the orchid family is far older. Some research even dates some species 

of orchid to around 120 million years ago, before the continents split into their current form. Two species of orchids whose 

natural habitats are thousands of miles apart are actually closely related. Scientists think that the plants probably had a 

common ancestor before they were separated by continental drift. 

5. Vanilla is a species of orchid: Perhaps one of the most popular species of orchids, the "flat leafed" vanilla plant is 

also one of the most widespread. Horticulturalists all over Latin America cultivate the plant for its flavorful charms. 

  

http://www.livescience.com/20196-brittle-star-movement.html
http://www.livescience.com/2466-bug-sex-orchids.html


 
 

 
  

2016 Orchid Calendar of Events 

March 2 SFVOS Regular Meeting  7pm – 9pm Sepulveda Garden Center 

March 4 - 5 - 6 
71st Annual 
Santa Barbara International  
Orchid Show 

9 am – 5 pm 
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa 
Barbara 

Mar 11-12-13 
Annual San Diego County 
Orchid Society Spring Show 
and Orchid Sale 

3pm - 7pm Scottish Rite Event Center San Diego 

Mar 11-12-13 
Andy’s Orchids Annual Spring 
Open House 

10am - 4pm Encinitas, CA 

Mar 11-12-13 
Annual San Diego County 
Orchid Society Spring Show 
and Orchid Sale 

3pm - 7pm Scottish Rite Event Center San Diego 

Mar-16 
AOS Pacific South Regional 
Judging 

10am 
The Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 
San Marino 

Mar-16 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

April 6  SFVOS Monthly Meeting  7 pm  - 9 pm  Sepulveda Garden Center 

Apr-16 
AOS Pacific South Regional 
Judging 

10am 
The Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 
San Marino 

Apr-16 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

 

 

 
Plant Forum Show & Tell 

 
Please bring your blooming orchids to the next meeting for our plant forum.  Everyone enjoys 

seeing what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a time and you will receive 

a free POT ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with the group.  Don’t forget your 

cameras too! 

http://sborchidshow.com/
http://sborchidshow.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/EHlMU
https://goo.gl/maps/ZWwpW
https://goo.gl/maps/EHlMU
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions
http://www.sfvos.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions


 

 
 

 

Join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education, for a Q&A session on how to grow and care for 

your orchids. One of the most knowledgeable orchidists, Ron's "greenhouse chats" are among our most popular 
webinars. Everyone is invited! 

Title: 

Greenhouse Chat 

Date: 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 

Time: 
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EST 

 

 
Reserve your seat now, space is limited! 

What are webinars? Webinars are an internet 
conference where you can hear the speaker and view 

his presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions 
from other members of the audience. You can join 

either on your computer or by phone. You can join from 
anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile 

device. Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet 
Protocol). You will need a microphone for your computer to use VoIP. If you cannot 

make the actual presentation, there will be a link on the website where you can view the 

webinar at your convenience. 
  

 
Refreshments 

 

Refreshments for our next meeting will be provided by the following members Jessie Broussard, 
Terry Doran, John and Marie Feola, Pam Hebert-Buck, Joyce Herie & Leah Imamura.  
 
Remember, everyone may bring additional refreshments and/or healthy snacks.  They are all 
appreciated. Thank you for supporting your orchid society. 
 
 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/467318102580751874


 

 

The Country Store  
Donations are always accepted in our Country Store.  If you have extra fruit, bag them in small 

quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.  Bring in any unwanted plants or garden related 

items.  Anything brought in is considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is 

to raise funds for our society.  The funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent 

and the plants for our POT.  Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Advertise with the SFVOS 
In an effort to raise funds for our society we are 

offering advertising space in our SFVOS monthly 

newsletter.  If you have any questions or are ready 

to place a business card sized ad in our publication, 

please contact our Newsletter Editor, Pam 

Aitchison by sending an email with your artwork to 

pam@aitchison.org.  The cost is only $25.00 per 

month.  Discounts available for yearly ads.  

mailto:pam@aitchison.org

