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Our Guest Speaker for October 1st is  

Dr. Daniel L. Geiger, Ph.D. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oberonia under the Microscope 

Please come and join us on Wednesday, October 1st to hear our guest speaker, Dr. Daniel 

Geiger and see his fabulous PowerPoint program.  Dr Geiger will speak  on the subject of 

Oberonia.    

Oberonia is a literally and figuratively overlooked genus of orchids with minute flowers. Daniel 

has become interested in this genus with some 150-300 species. An overview of the genus is 

provided, including many never seen before images taken with light and scanning electron 

microscopes. Most specimens available in the trade are misidentified; the process of checking 

the identification of a plant is detailed. Approaches to experimental culture of oddball orchids 

rounds out the presentation. This may be particularly interesting to growers who want to 

expand into under-appreciated orchids, or may be tempted with small research projects. 

 

Dr. Daniel L. Geiger is Curator of Malacology (mollusks) at the Santa Barbara Museum of 

Natural History, where he also oversees the electron microscopy facility. As a hobby orchid 

grower, he specializes in Oberonia and Hippeophyllum, which are grown in two terraria and a 

small greenhouse. Due to his botanical interest, he also holds an appointment as a Visiting 

Research Scholar at the Huntington Botanical Garden. He has written a number or articles for 

AOS Orchids and the Orchid Digest, and received an AOS exhibit award for a display on 

Oberonia. For further information please see www.vetigastropoda.com 

October 2014 

http://www.vetigastropoda.com/


Calendar of Events 

 

Fall Fascination Orchid Show  

September 27-28, 2014  

South Coast Village Plaza  

Santa Ana, CA 92704 

www.ocorchishow.org 

 

Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House  

October 3-5, 2014 

734 Ocean View Avenue  

Encinitas, CA 92024 

www.andysorchids.com 

 

Southland Orchid Show  

October 17-19, 2014 

Huntington Library and Botanical Garden  

San Marino, CA 91108 

www.orchidshow.org 

Place all preorders by October 15
th

.  

 

San Diego County Orchid Show and Fall Sale  

  October 25-26, 2014  

  Balboa Park 

  See advertisement in this Newsletter for details  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
SFVOS Plant Opportunity Table for October  

Lucky Us!   Our SFVOS member, Ed Saraffian, has volunteered to provide plants for our October meeting.  As 
you may know, Ed is an outstanding grower.   Be sure to get your POT tickets early and buy lots.  They will be 
excellent plants!  A big Thank you to Ed Saraffian for sharing with your orchid society!  We truly appreciate it! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BRING A FRIEND AND EARN AN ORCHID PLANT 
Remember that guests are always welcome.   

Please invite your friends and neighbors to our monthly meetings and encourage them to join.  Our regular 
annual dues are only $25.00 and includes up to two individuals from the same household.  If you bring a 

friend who joins our society, both you and your friend will receive an orchid plant as a thank you gift.   

 

PLANT FORUM CHANGED TO “SHOW AND TELL”  
At our last meeting we introduced a new activity for our monthly society meetings.  Each 

member who brings in a plant will have the opportunity to briefly discuss the history and 

culture of their beloved orchids.  Members are not required to speak if they choose to 

decline the opportunity.  So, please bring your blooming orchids for the plant forum.  

Everyone enjoys seeing what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a 

time and you will receive a free raffle ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with 

the group. 

http://www.ocorchishow.org/
http://www.andysorchids.com/
http://www.orchidshow.org/


AOS: Monthly Checklist for September and October 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(left) Dendrobium Burana Stripe is a popular and easyphalaenopsis-type hybrid. (Center) Cycnoches chlorochilon, the green swan 

orchid. (Right)Rossioglossum grande shows off its large, dramatic flowers.        

Cattleya 

Despite the shortening days and lowering angle of the sun, September can still be one of the hottest months. Water and 
fertilizer need to be in balance with heat and light. The alert grower will notice, however, that his or her plants are 
beginning to slow down a bit. Growths are maturing, and the sheaths are giving the promise of the next six-months' 
bloom.Check plants for potting needs for the last time this season. Any in dire need should be potted, even some that 
may be on the cusp, as there is just enough of the growing season left to allow the plants to establish before the days 
start to get really short and cold.This is the month for purples derived from Cattleya labiata breeding to flower. If you 

are short on flowers, look into this group. There is nothing that can quite match this type for beauty and fragrance. They 
are easy to grow, too.Plants summered outdoors should begin to be prepared to be brought back into the winter 
growing area. Clean the plants up and be on the lookout for any pests they may have picked up during the summer. 
Treat as necessary. 

Cycnoches 

This little-known and under-appreciated genus, which can have male or female flowers, is at its best in the autumn. Two 
of the spectacular varieties are Cycnoches loddigesii, with its large brown flowers resembling a prehistoric bird, 
and Cycnoches chlorochilon, the swan orchid. This last one has large, fragrant green flowers. The biggest problem, 

culturally, will be red spider mite infestations that require immediate attention. Plants are quite seasonal, requiring 
heavy watering in the growing season and then a drier dormant winter season. 
Cymbidium 

Summer can be the most rewarding season for cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong now. The leaves of the 
new growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a light green to nearly yellow. Early 
flowering varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move the plants into a cooler area with lower light. For mid-
season varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen to assist in spike initiation.  
Dendrobium 

This is a good season for hybrids of the Dendrobium phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum types. Both are 

capable of putting on tremendous shows of long-lasting flowers. Fertilize with a low-nitrogen formula to promote the 
best flowers. Dendrobium phalaenopsis can get tall and top heavy, suggesting an attractive and heavy container would 
be appropriate for this type. 
Rhynchostele bictoniensis 

Both Rhynchostele bictoniensis and its hybrids bloom in this season. Rhynchostele bictoniensis, formerly known 
as Lemboglossum, Odontoglossum) is a showy species from Mexico that has three different color forms: sulphureum 
(green with white lip), album (brown with white lip) and roseum (brown with a pink lip). It is a vigorous grower with tall 

inflorescences of many flowers, and imparts to its progeny (as seen in Odcdm. Bittersweet and Odm. bicross) ease of 
culture, warmth tolerance and eye-catching patterns. They make a prime candidate for odontoglossum beginners and 
advanced alike. 
Paphiopedilum 

Standard, green-leaved paphiopedilums begin to show their bloom sheaths this month. Late-season heat waves can 
blast these early sheaths, so be observant about proper cooling and air circulation. As with the rest of your plants that 
may have been summered outdoors, it is time to prepare for their move inside. Clean each plant and implement pest-

control practices. Repotting, if necessary, is appropriate. 
Phalaenopsis 

The bulk of this season's growth is being ripened this month, with growers in cooler climates seeing the first emerging 
inflorescences. Some night heating may be necessary in the cooler areas. Begin to watch watering more carefully, and 
reduce feeding proportionately with reduced watering needs. An extra dose of phosphorus and potassium, such as a 
bloom-booster or high-acid-type fertilizer, is beneficial. 
Rossioglossum grande 

Once known as Odontoglossum grande, this is a spectacular orchid with six to eight flowers up to 8 inches across. Often 



known as the tiger orchid, it has bright golden yellow flowers heavily marked with chestnut brown barring. The plants 
are beautiful with a grey-green cast to the foliage, which is borne on succulent pseudobulbs. It prefers hot and wet 

summers with cooler, even down to 40 F, dry winters. Grow under filtered light. Watch for snails and slugs that eat the 
flowers, pseudobulbs and leaves. 

 

Membership Renewals 

 
A big thanks to all those who have renewed their memberships for the calendar year of July 2014-June 2015.  Just 

in case you haven’t yet had the opportunity to renew your membership please take care of it at the next regular 

meeting, or send it to Marcia Melcombe or Millie Peskay.   Remember, we need the support of all members to 

pay for our wonderful speakers and the rental of the Garden Center for our meetings. Dues are a bargain at up to 

two individuals from the same household for only $25.00 a year.   Thanks for supporting your Orchid Society.    

 

 

 

 

 

Our Meetings are the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00pm at  

The Sepulveda Garden Center 16633 Magnolia Blvd. Encino, CA 91436  

President & Treasurer: Millie Peskay 

1st Vice President: Falguni Trieu 

2nd Vice President: Pam Aitchison 

Recording Secretary:  (open) 

Corresponding Secretary:  Evelyn Mitarai 

Membership Secretary:  Marcia Melcombe 

Board of Directors: (open)   

Newsletter Editor: Pam Aitchison 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank-you to our generous Sponsors 
For helping us with our annual Orchid Auction! 

  

 Green Thumb Nursery 
21812 Sherman Way 

Canoga Park, CA 91316 

 

Valley Orchids 
635 Miramonte Avenue 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

 

Orchids by Art 
Art Mendoza 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 
 

 

Yih-Cheng Orchids 
Taiwan, R.O.C. 

www.yhicheng.com 

 

Brookside Orchids 
2718 B Alpine Road 

Menlo Park, CA 94028 

 

The Orchid Zone 
(831) 214-1887 

www.orchidzoneusa.com 
 

 

Seed Engei 
1985-3 Tomitsuka-cho, Naka-ku 

Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka, 432-8001-Japan 

 

Tropical Exotique 
tripicalexotique@yahoo.com 

Chiangmai, Thailand 

 

REFRESHMENTS  

 

The Refreshments for our next meeting will be provided by members whose last names begin with the 
letters T through W.   
 

They are Judith Tetove, Robert and Marie Thomas, Falguni (Falu) Trieu,  
Sonia Villarroel, Juana Williams and Jay Zolf. 

 
Of course all members are encouraged to contribute at every meeting.    Healthy snacks are always 

appreciated by our members.  Thanks for supporting your Orchid Society.  

http://www.yhicheng.com/
http://www.orchidzoneusa.com/
mailto:tripicalexotique@yahoo.com


 

 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Plant Sales  
Please bring orchids, other plants, and anything else you care to donate to our monthly meetings.  If you 

have extra fruit bag them in small quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.   Anything brought in is 

considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is to raise funds for our society.  The 

funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent and the plants for our POT.   

Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

Thank you for supporting your orchid Society! 

Millie Peskay, President 
 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 


