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Orchids: Sex, Lies and Deceptions 
 
Our guest speaker for our next SFVOS General 
meeting on October 7th is our very own SFVOS 
member Pamela Aitchison, who will give us a 
presentation about the amazing world of orchid 
pollination.  Orchid flowers are different than the 
flowers of most other plant species, and their 
reproductive methods are even more unique.   Many 
orchid flowers resort to clever illusions and trickery 
to lure their pollinators.   

Pam is a Certified University of California Master 
Gardener, and has been teaching organic gardening 
for many years. She provides training to the new 
Master Gardener Candidates every year, and is a 
regular guest lecturer at California State University 

Northridge (CSUN), the LA County Fair, and schools and non-profit organizations 
throughout Southern California.  

Pam has been growing orchids for more than 30 years, and her collection includes 
Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, Epidendrums, Miltonias & Miltoniopsis, Oncidiums, Masdevallias, 
as well as Phalaenopsis, Cymbidiums, Vandas, Vanilla Orchids and Zygopetalums. 

  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

President’s Message 
 
Our annual spring fund raiser is beginning to take shape.  Please start planning to contribute orchid 
plants to promote this main effort to fund our society.  As you may know, speakers’ fees and almost 
all other expenses keep increasing each year.  Your help and participation are very much needed. 
 

Millie Peskay 
President 
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Our New Membership Directory 

 
The 2015-2016 Directory will be out in a few weeks.  Please review your 
listing and note any needed changes on the form which will be at the sign-
in table at the October meeting. If you need to make any changes but are 

unable to attend the meeting, please contact:  

Marcia Melcombe (818) 349-8677  marciafm@yahoo.com or   
Millie Peskay  (805) 532-0080  peskay@att.net.   
Thank you.  
 
When making changes, please print carefully:   
                   
                  Name 
    Address (Street, City, Zip code) 
    Telephone number (s) 
    Email address                         
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT 
  Starting in October, every new member and their sponsor will each receive a 

certificate good for one 1-gallon Cymbidium orchid, courtesy of Orchids by Art in  
North Hills, CA, which is owned and operated by SFVOS member Art Mendoza.  

The SFVOS expresses sincere thanks to Art for this generous offer. 
 

- 

 
Membership Renewal 

July 1st was the beginning of our society’s fiscal year, so if you have not already renewed your SFVOS 
membership for the current year please contact Marcia Melcombe as soon as possible.   Her email 
address is:  marciafm@yahoo.com.  Dues are $35.00 for individuals and $45.00 for an entire family living in 
the same household.  That works out to be around $3.75 a month.  What a bargain!  We also want to 
thank our members who have gone above and beyond renewing their dues and have made cash 
donations to help us offset our deficit.  We thank you all for supporting your Orchid Society. 

 
 

 

Refreshments 

Members have been delighted with refreshments during the meeting break.  Those who enjoy 
sugarless treats have had great choices. Those who like refreshments such as cookies and cakes 
have had a wonderful selection.  Thanks to all who participated last month. 
 
For the October 7th meeting Marcia Melcombe, Gloria and Lee Norris, and Millie and Bob Peskay 
will entice you with their Halloween-themed treats (no tricks) and other goodies. 
 

mailto:marciafm@yahoo.com
mailto:peskay@att.net
http://orchidsbyart.blogspot.com/
mailto:marciafm@yahoo.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2015 Orchid Calendar of Events 

Oct  3 - 4  Morongo Basin Orchid Festival 10am–5pm Gubler Orchids 

Oct 7 
SFVOS General Meeting:  Pam Aitchison 
Orchids: Sex, Lies and Deceptions  

7pm Sepulveda Garden Center 

Oct 10 AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am 
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and 
Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Oct 11 
So Cal Orchid Species Society  

Annual Orchid Auction 

12:30pm Preview 

1pm Auction 

Backs Community Bldg - Main Room, 
Kraemer Memorial Park 

Oct 14  SFVOS Board Meeting  7pm Home of Marcia Melcombe 

Oct 16 - 17 - 18 
Huntington Botanical Gardens 1st Annual 
International Orchid Show 

12am - 4:30pm; 
Gates close 6pm 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and 
Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Oct 16 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

Oct  24 - 25 
San Diego County Orchid Society Fall Show In 

The Park 
12:00pm - 5pm Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park 

Nov 4 
SFVOS General Meeting 

Tim Culbertson  
7pm Sepulveda Garden Center 

Nov 6-7-8 Cal-Orchid Fall Open House 9am - 4pm Cal-Orchid, Santa Barbara 

Nov 7-8 
Annual Fall Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Open 
House 

8am - 5pm Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Nov 14  AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am 
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and 
Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Nov 20 Orchid Odyssey 10am.– 2pm San Diego Zoo 

 

http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=2200+Belfield+Blvd.&csz=Landers%2C+CA&country=us&new=1&name=&qty=
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/lkD3C
https://goo.gl/maps/lkD3C
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions
http://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/balboa/permitsites.shtml
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=34.421466&lon=-119.803933&zoom=16&q1=1250%20Orchid%20Drive%2C%20Santa%20Barbara%2C%20CA%20&gid1=21170038
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&lat=34.421466&lon=-119.803933&zoom=16&q1=1250%20Orchid%20Drive%2C%20Santa%20Barbara%2C%20CA%20&gid1=21170038
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
https://goo.gl/maps/QaIyI
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/plan_your_trip/hours_directions


 

It’s Almost Here:  

The Huntington’s International Show and Sale 
Oct. 16 - Oct. 18, 2015 
Friday: noon–4:30 p.m. 

Saturday–Sunday: 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
It’s easy to fall head-over-heels for orchids: there’s so 
much to love. The Orchidaceae family is a vast one—
among the largest in the plant kingdom—with more 
than 22,000 species in 880 genera. Their blooms are 
endlessly varied in form, color, and size. If you only 
know orchids from the limited offerings at the local 
garden center, it’s time to get better acquainted.    
 
 
 
The Huntington’s International Orchid Show and Sale 
will showcase elaborately designed floral displays 
interpreting this year’s theme, “Beautiful Orchids.” The event reflects not only the public passion for orchids but The 
Huntington’s own dedication to the plants. A number of orchids from the botanical collections will be included in the show, 
including specimens from the S. Robert Weltz Orchid Collection, donated to The Huntington in 2010.  
 

Here’s a preview of what flower fans can expect at this year’s show. 
 

 Exhibits by Southern California orchid societies and international growers 

 Orchids and supplies for sale from vendors from around the world 

 Lectures and demonstrations for beginners and experts alike 
 

Vendors 

Aloha Botanicals Maui Inc. (Haiku, Hawaii) 
Andy's Orchids (Encinitas, California) Cal- Orchid Inc. (Santa Barbara, California) 

Cal West Tropicals (Carmichael, California) Centro de Jardinería Manrique (Lima, Peru) 
Hatfield Orchids (Oxnard, California) Lico's Orchids (Encinitas, California) 
Mundiflora (Cuenca, Ecuador) New World Orchids (Manchester, Michigan) 

Norman's Orchids (Montclair, California)  Orchids and Garden (Fresno, California) 
Orchid Design;   Orchid Zone (Castroville, California) 

Phrao Orchid Nursery (Chiang Mai, Thailand) Sorella Orchids (Oxnard, California) 
Sunset Valley Orchids (Vista, California) Ten Shin Gardens (Yuanli, Taiwan) 

Tuyet's Orchids (Garden Grove, California) Zuma Canyon Orchids (Malibu, California) 
 

Exhibitors 

All the above vendors 
Alfred Hockenmaier (North Hills, California)|  Daniel Geiger (Woodland Hills, California) 

Conejo Orchid Society (Conejo, California)| Long Beach Amateur Orchid Society (Long Beach, California) 
Malibu Orchid Society (Malibu, California)| Newport Harbor Orchid Society (Newport Beach, California) 

Orchid Society of Southern California (Burbank, California)| Garden and Floral Arrangers Guild (Redlands, California) 
Riverside - San Bernardino  County Orchid Society, Inc. (Riverside, California) 

San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists (Arcadia, California) 
 

All activities will take place in the Brody Botanical Center and are included with general admission. 

Remember to wear your SFVOS Badge!   

 It will grant you free admission to the show. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/huntingtonlibrary/sets/72157656543998736
http://www.andysorchids.com/
http://www.calorchid.com/
http://www.calwesttropical.com/
http://www.phragmipediumkovachii.com/aboutus/aboutus.htm
http://www.en.mundiflora.com/
http://newworldorchids.com/
http://www.orchids.com/
http://www.orchidesign.com/
http://www.theorchidzoneltd.com/
http://www.sorellaorchids.com/
http://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com/
http://www.tenshinorchids.com/
http://tuyetsorchids.com/
http://www.vetigastropoda.com/
http://www.conejoorchidsociety.org/
http://www.lbaos.com/
http://www.malibuorchidsociety.org/
http://nhosinfo.org/
http://www.orchidssc.org/
http://californiagardenclubs.com/gardenfloralarrangersguild
http://www.rsbcos.org/
http://www.sgvoh.org/


AOS Article:  

Things to do in the Fall 

We just returned from the AOS Members Meetings in 
Wilmington, Delaware and for us Floridians, it was refreshing 
to see autumn colors and feel some cool air. A frost was 
expected for the night we were leaving. 

Like spring, fall is an important transitional season and 
orchid growers should be making preparations for the 
coming winter. As days get shorter and cooler, orchid growth 

will slow and in some cases, cease altogether. Unless a plant 
is in a crisis situation, put off any repotting until the lengthening days of spring. For many orchids, it is this change of 
seasonal conditions that begins flower initiation. As we move into November, be on the lookout for developing 
inflorescences on Phalaenopsis, Cymbidium and certain hybrids and species in other genera, and begin staking when 
spikes reach 6-8 inches. 

If you have been summering some or all of your orchids outside, now is a good time to get your indoor growing area 
cleaned up and ready to welcome the returning orchids. Whether it is windowsill carts, a basement light setup or 

greenhouse, use diluted chlorine bleach (1:10) or Physan to clean off any accumulated algae. It is easier to make 
repairs when there are no plants, so make sure that your growing area is in top condition for the trying conditions of 

winter. Make sure that heaters are working and that you have plenty of fuel. If you use backup devices or alarms, test 
them too. Be sure to check plants thoroughly for pests before returning them to the close quarters of your indoor 

growing area or greenhouse.   For more detailed 
seasonal culture information on specific genera see 
Tom Mirenda's excellent monthly "Orchid Checklist" 
in Orchids magazine. 

 
Although it blooms reliably for us at 

Christmas, Cattleya percivaliana  
can bloom anytime from October into January. It 

blooms at the early end of that range in its habitat in 

the Venezuelan Andes. Shown here is the albescent 
color form,  

'Sonia de Urbano'. 
 
 

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for 
this essay. 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions about finances and/or wish to have a copy of the month by month financial report to the Board 

of Directors please contact me. 
 

Bob Peskay  peskay@att.net 
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THE CALIFORNIA ORCHID TRAIL  
Nestled on the narrow plains between the rugged Santa Ynez mountains on the north and the calm, blue seas of the 

Pacific Ocean on the south, the California Central Coast enjoys a mild, Mediterranean climate with temperate nights 

and soft, ocean breezes. From this splendid setting has sprung an orchid 

industry that produces more orchids than any other region in the country. 

California's central and southern coasts became a Mecca for orchid 
hobbyists in the early part of the 20th century. Wealthy families who 
established estates to enjoy the Mediterranean-like climate of coastal 
California sought the services of renowned horticulturists and landscape 
architects to establish their lavish gardens. 

 

 

A cottage industry bloomed. As estate 
collections grew, patrons hired landscape 
directors to manage huge crews of 
gardeners and obtain the most stunning 
plants. Several key estate nurserymen 
later went on to open or manage their 
own orchid selling empires along the 
California Central Coast, offering some of 
the finest species and hybrid orchids 
anywhere, and the greatest concentration 
of orchid growers in one location in the 
country. 

Now with nearly a half-century of experience, California Orchid Trail growers are leading the world in producing a 
wide spectrum of orchid varieties, including plants that are more resilient and beautiful than ever before. If you are 
captivated by the diverse beauty of orchids, be sure to explore the seven featured orchid growers on the California 
Orchid Trail.  

For more info visit: http://www.californiaorchidtrail.com/  

Plant Forum Show & Tell  
Please bring your blooming orchids for the plant forum in September.  Everyone enjoys seeing 

what you are growing.   You may enter more than one plant at a time and you will receive a free 

POT ticket for each plant that you bring in to share with the group.  Don’t forget your cameras 

too! 

http://www.californiaorchidtrail.com/orchidgrowers.htm


 

 

The Country Store  
Donations are always accepted in our Country Store.  If you have extra fruit, bag them in small 

quantities so we can sell each bag for a dollar.  Bring in any unwanted plants or garden related 

items.  Anything brought in is considered a donation to our program, the purpose of these sales is 

to raise funds for our society.  The funds we raise helps to pay for our speakers, insurance, the rent 

and the plants for our POT.  Please be sure the plants are in good condition and are identified.  

 

Orchids by Art 
Cymbidium Orchids  

and Supplies 

Art Mendoza 
(818) 903-0473 

 

www.orchidsbyart.blogspot.com 

SFVOS Newsletter 

%Millie Peskay 

11175 Broadview Drive 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

Advertise with the SFVOS 
In an effort to raise funds for our society we are 

offering advertising space in our SFVOS monthly 

newsletter.  If you have any questions or are ready 

to place a business card sized ad in our publication, 

please contact our Newsletter Editor, Pam 

Aitchison by sending an email with your artwork to 

pam@aitchison.org.  The cost is only $25.00 per 

month.  Discounts available for yearly ads.  

mailto:pam@aitchison.org

